



                                                                          May 2019 
Dear Candidate for election - European Parliament 

You may already be aware that road traffic injury is one 
of the biggest public health hazzards worldwide, and is 
now the number one killer of children and youth in the 
world aged 5 to 29 years.  

Europe, even if it is considered to be a safe continent 
when compared to others as far as road safety is 
concerned, still experiences more than 25,000 road 
deaths, and many more seriously injured civilians, many 
of whom will live for the rest of their lives with a 
serious life altering disability. The impact of these road 
traffic collisions is particularly important for both the 
immediate victims and their wider family and 
community, but should also be of concern to all of us, in 
particular those we elect to represent us in Parliament.  

For the second consecutive decade (2001-2010 & 
2011-2020) the targets officially set to reduce road 
fatalities at European level by 50% have not been 
achieved. The official results show a great deviation 
from the targets set and no significant progress has been 



made in this area over the last five years. The repetition 
of the same target (50% reduction) for the third decade 
does not reflect the urgency of the problem that we face, 
and leaves us wondering, especially the families of the 
victims, about the intention of the policy's effectiveness. 

Further, each European country is free to manage the 
problem in its own preferable way. Each country may 
have different speed limits, different limits of blood 
alcohol concentration, different administrative penalties 
for offenders, different criminal treatment for offenders 
who kill and different levels of compensation for loss of 
life or disability. 

Elections for the European Parliament are considered 
important for the future of Europe. This future must also 
include the elimination of road traffic deaths and serious 
injury, and of the other effects of motorized traffic on 
the health of Europe's citizens. 

We therefore ask those who have so far participated in 
the European Parliament, and those who are seeking 
election and our vote, to give us a clear answer: 

• Do you consider road trauma, a problem particularly 
affecting our young people, to be one of the most 
important issues affecting public health in Europe? 

• If the answer to this question is positive, we would 
like to know whether you have supported, or will 



support, the position that the issue of Road Safety at 
European level falls under the responsibility of the 
Health Commissioner (and thus the Health Ministries 
of each country) rather than the Commissioner for 
Transport and the Transport Ministries of each 
country? 

Unfortunately, in previous years at European level, no 
initiative has been taken on these vital issues by the 
Health Commissioner, not because of personal 
inadequacy but because it is considered "inadequately 
institutional" or outside of the Department of Health’s 
remit. 

As citizens of Europe and as a partnership of NGOs 
representing victims of road traffic collisions and their 
bereaved families globally, we would like to know 
whether, in the event that you are elected as a member 
of the European Parliament, you will commit to change 
this situation which has perpetuated, and ensure that 
these issues of great human concern are considered and 
addressed with the urgency they deserve, and as matters 
of great concern to public health.  

Further, unfortunately, in all previous years in the 
European Parliament, a Road Safety Committee has not 
yet been established, while all other kinds of 
committees have been set up. This has been due to the 
lack of a sufficient number of interested stakeholders 



and clearly shows the lack of urgency towards this issue 
of immense public concern which has already 
devastated, and continues to affect, so many of our 
citizens.  

• We would like to know therefore whether you feel it 
is necessary to have such a committee and whether 
you would participate in it?                                                 

We really hope that we can rely on your support and 
that you, and your party, will be a strong voice for Road 
Safety and Road Victims if elected to the European 
Parliament. We hope that you will not join the 
overwhelming majority of M.E.Ps who have for years 
failed to show any support, or to reflect the urgency 
needed to address this very important issue of immense 
human and public health concern which is killing and 
injuring so many of our citizens in what are totally 
preventable road traffic collisions. We know the causes 
and we must all do everything in our power to stop this 
massacre now.  

Yours sincerely 

Donna Price, Founder & Co Chair 
International Road Victims’ Partnership www.irvp.org 
Member of the UNRSC 

http://m.e.ps/
http://www.irvp.org

